Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

July 31, 2022

WELCOME & INSTRUCTION
Participants are invited to respond with the text in bold type.
In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
ORDER OF CONFESSION
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving God, we have turned against you.
By our thoughts, words, and deeds, we have broken our relationship with you and with each
other. Breathe
Gracious God, when you showed us love, we have thought and spoken poorly of our
neighbors. Breathe
God of Abundance, when you provided for our needs, we ignored the needs of others and
often justified our wants. Breathe
Consoling God, when you said “do not be afraid,” we allowed fear to fester, giving birth to
anger and hatred of the other. Breathe
Empowering God, when you made us caretakers of the earth, we hurt your creation with our
greed and selfishness. Breathe
Merciful God, often we do not recognize our own sinfulness though we are quick to point out
the sinfulness of others; Breathe
God of Compassion, at times, we believe we are unforgiveable and we do not trust in the
capacity of your Spirit. Breathe
Redeeming God, Forgive us, transform us, empower us by your grace. Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN| All Depends On Our Possessing
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
PRAYER
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is
worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
FIRST READING| Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an
empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work
because such enjoyment is a gift from God.
2

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

12

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings
to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing
after wind.
2:18

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who
come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of
all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave
my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who
did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and
strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a
vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 49:1-12
1

Hear this, | all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
2
you of high de- | gree and low,
rich and | poor together.
3
My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
4
I will incline my ear | to a proverb
and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp. R
5
Why should I be afraid in | evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
6
the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?
7
One can never re- | deem another,
or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
8
for the ransom of a life | is so great
that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
9
in order to live forev- | er and ever
and never | see the grave.

10

For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
11
Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | generation,
though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.
12
Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish. R
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION| Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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GOSPEL READING| Luke 12:13-21
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s
life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.
God is with you. And also with you.
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
13

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance
with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he
said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’
18
Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE|
BREAKOUT QUESTIONS
HYMN| Be Thou My Vision

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and healing.
Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide
instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and renewal.
Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and all its
habitants. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen
those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first responders, and
activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring
encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. We raise up
to you, Bob and Jeanette, Rob and Scott, Ron and Beryl, Justin, Zach and Rae, Buddy, Steve, Katie,
Roman, Terrance, Angel, Jon, Pam, Jim, Quinn, Charles, Joe, Htet (Tet), and all else whom we name
now…. Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring abundance and
vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity for the work of
ministry in this place. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints especially William Powell.
Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love
toward you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THRIFT SHOP SUMMER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED| Saturdays 11am-4pm

WE’RE CHANGING OUR ONLINE GIVING PLATFORM
We are currently transitioning online giving to “Tithe.ly” and need members to register on the new
site to complete this task. You can do so by clicking the updated GIVE link on the church website.
Donors will be able to set up recurring/automated giving. If you have questions or challenges,
please check in with Pastor Jim.
HARMONY WORKS ACU-SOUND BATH| NEW TIMES
Tuesdays, 5-6pm, 6:30-8:00pm and Wednesdays 5:30-7:00pm
MOTION COLLECTIVE ON THE AVENUE
View class offerings at www.motioncollectiveontheavenue.com

THANK YOU for your continued generosity and for sustaining our ministry together. You can
provide offering or make a special gift at anytime through the church’s giving portal. Links can be
found in the e-newsletter and on the church website at
http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org.
BENEDICTION
God is with you! And also with you!
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN| God of Grace and God of Glory
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

