
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Easter                       April 14, 2024

WELCOME & INSTRUCTION
Participants are invited to respond with the text in bold type.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, 
holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 
for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 



Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
 
ASPERGES| The assembly may make the sign of the cross as water is sprinkled. 
 
GATHERING HYMN| Christ is Living             ACS 934 

 



 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING| Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have been 
fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and 
restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you 
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed 
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his 
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 
  and put your trust | in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 
  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure. R 



 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION| Celtic Alleluia                       ELW 174 

  

 

GOSPEL READING| Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as 
Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of 
repentance and forgiveness. 

God is with you. And also with you. 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him 
a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
MESSAGE| Rev. Kelsey Green           Pastor, Lutheran-Episcopal Campus Ministry, Baltimore 
 
BREAKOUT QUESTIONS 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need of good news. 



A brief silence. 

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the body and 
blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched places, and 
protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct 
lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and care for all 
people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of transition, 
facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those who journey in grief, 
hope, and uncertainty. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain. Bob and Jeanette, Rob and 
Scott, Sharon and Erick, Ron and Beryl, Amanda, Rosha and Ron, Buddy, Luke and Melissa, Jack, 
Amelia, Matt and Kelly, Michael, Noah, Landis, Trish, Roman, Pam, Jim, Charles, Joe, Katie and for 
all whom we now name….    God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity and 
purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved 
community. Stir your Church’s generosity towards the seafarers trapped at the Port of Baltimore; in 
this time of crisis may they and the port workers experience your abundant love and provision. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love forever. We 
remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share their love, comfort those who 
mourn. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING          
Offering may be made electronically on the church’s website at www.churchontheavenuehampden.org. You can also sign 
up for automated giving. See announcements at the end of the bulletin. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
The assembly is invited to stand in body or spirit. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

   
      [P]     The              Lord          is          here 

 
      [A]    God’s  Spir -  it              is         with us 

 
       [P]     Let     us    lift   up           our        hearts 

 
      [A]      We   lift   them   to     our     God 

 
      [P]     Let   us   give   thanks   to   the  Lord   our       God 

 
      [A]    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right that we should always and everywhere give thanks and praise to you, O God, our Father 
and Mother, through Jesus Christ our Lord, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away 
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, Holy Lord,  

God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  



Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures 
from age to age. 
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for leading your people through 
the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your 
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

 
Breathe your Spirit on us, O God, and saturate these gifts of bread and wine in the presence of 

Christ, that as we await his return, we may grow to love one another. Let us be nourished by this 

sacrament, this visible sign of your + invisible grace, to live in your abundance. 

 
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours Almighty God, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 



 

 
 
And so we have this meal. Simplicity and mystery bound together. And though we cannot fully 
comprehend its meaning, we share, we remember and we trust in the promise of Christ’s life, death, 
and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.  
Blessed be God forever! 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Communion is served by way of intinction. Come forward in a counter clockwise circle. Hand sanitizer is available at 
the altar for your use. Receive the bread in your hand and dip into the cup. The clay chalices are filled with grapes 
juice, and the metal chalices are filled with win. The second station of chalices is reserved for gluten free recipients. If 
you wish not to receive you are welcome to remain seated or come forward with crossed arms to receive a blessing. ALL 
are welcome to come and receive without exception.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN |You Satisfy the Hungry Heart           ELW 484 



 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ 
name. 
Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THERAPEUTIC YOGA| Saturdays, 10:00 am 
All levels therapeutic yoga led by Yoga Christy begins this Saturday, March 30th! 
Sliding scale, $11-$111  



FEELINGS AND NEEDS EXPLORATION| Saturdays, 10:00 am 
Feelings and Needs Exploration (FNE)is a method for expressing your feelings and identifying what 
motivates them: your underlying needs.  Feelings and Needs Exploration (FNE)is a method for 
expressing your feelings and identifying what motivates them: your underlying needs. Pay-What-
You-Can, Recommended $35-$350 

CRYSTAL MONDAYS| Beginning April 1st 
Join Crystals with Nereus and Harmony Works from 6:30 – 8pm every Monday at St. Luke's Church 
on The Avenue to explore meditation, music, and minerals. We'll connect with crystals, enjoy sound 
baths, and learn how to use these grounded, healing tools in our everyday lives. Suggested Donation, 
$22-$222 

COME AND SEE!!! So much is going on here at St. Luke’s Church on the Avenue, please visit 
our website to view the calendar and explore links to activities happening every day! Visit us at 
www.churchontheavenuehampden.org or by scanning the QR Code below. 

 
Thank you for your continued generosity and for sustaining our ministry during this strange and 
difficult time! You can provide offering or make a special gift at anytime through the church’s giving 
portal. Links can be found in the e-newsletter and on the church website at 
http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org. or by scanning the QR Code below. 
 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
God is with you! And also with you! 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: wherever he may send you; 

May Spirit guide you through the wilderness: protect you through the storm; 

May she bring you home rejoicing: at the wonders she has shown you; 

May she bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors. 

And may God bless you, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

 
SENDING HYMN| Christ has Arisen             ELW 372 

http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org/
http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org./


 
   



 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 


